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it impossible to navigate the station boats.
When the line is seized by the vessel's crew
it is used to haul ropes and breeches buoys
from the shore, and in these the passengers
and crew effect their escape. (In connection
with life-saving devices, see life preserver.)
Revenue Cutter Service, a department
which enforces laws relating to the interests
of the United States on all waters belonging
to the nation. Under such supervision be-
long infraction of customs laws, quarantine
regulations and neutrality in time of war.
There are forty-four steam vessels in the
service, and nineteen harbor and anchorage
vessels. The officers are commissioned in the
navy and have the same pay and allowances
as regular navy officers.
Duties of the Coast G-uard. In general,
the duties of the service may be outlined as
follows:
 1.	Rendering-  assistance   to  vessels  in   dis-
tress and saving1 life and property.
 2.	Destruction or removal  of wrecks, dere-
licts and other floating" dangrers to navigation.
 3.	Extending- medical  aid   to  United  States
vessels engaged in deep sea fisheries.
 4.	Protection of the customs revenue.
 5.	Operating as a part of the navy in time
of "war or when the president shall direct.
 6.	Enforcement    of    law    and    regulations
governing anchorage of vessels in navigable
waters.
 7.	Enforcement of  law relative to   quaran-
tine and neutrality.
 8.	Suppression    of    mutinies    on    merchant
vessels.
 9.	Enforcement   of    navigation    and    other
laws   governing merchant vessels and  motor
boats.

 10.	Enforcement    of    law    to    provide    for
safety   of   life   on   navigable   waters   during1
regattas and marine parades.
 11.	Protection   of   g-ame   and   the   seal   and
other fisheries in Alaska, etc.
 12.	Enforcement of sponge ilshing- law.
In addition to the foregoing ihe services of
the coast guard include znan\r other things,
such as warning vessels running into danger,
medical and surgical aid to tha sick and in-
jured, recovery and burial of Sodies cast up
by the waters, extinguishing- fires, mainte-
nance of public order, acting as pilots in
emergencies and furnishing transportation to
other branches of the public service.
COASTING, a favorite winter pastime
from the earliest days, and still in the United
States the most popular -winter sport with
children, excepting, perhaps, skating. The
sleds used in coasting are made in a great
variety of forms, some low and some high,
some long and narrow. In some the run-
ners are of solid board, shod with steel,
 while in others the runners consist of open
iron framework, drawn forward and curved
upward in front. "Where the snow is loose
the high sleds are better, but on a well-
packed slide the low ones make better time
and are easier to handle. Sobs are con-
structed by fastening two ordinary sleds
together by a long plank, the first one being
attached to the plank by a pivot, which al-
lows motion in steering". The steersman
usually lies flat and grasps the forward sled
in such a way that he may turn it easily,
while the rest of the party group them-
selves behind him. See tobogganing.
COAST RANG-E, a range, or series of
ranges, of mountains, at a short distance
from the Pacific coast, extending through
the western part of California, across Ore-
gon into Washington, where it is continued
by the Olympic Mountains, and thence into
British Columbia. Some of the summits rise
to a height of 7,000 and 8,000 feet, and
among the best known in California are
Mounts Hamilton, Tamalpais and Diablo.
The San Bernardino Mountains are some-
times considered a part of the Coast Range.
CO ATI, ko ali'te, the name of certain
South American flesh-eating mammals, be-
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COATI
longing to the raccoon family. The eoati
has a longer body than other members of the
same family, and has a long? flexible snout.
Coatis feed on worms, insects and the
smaller quadrupeds, but chiefly on eggs and
young birds. There are two species, the
Mexican and the Brazilian.
COBALT, ko'balt, a lustrous, steel-gray
metal with a reddish tinge, related to iron
and nickel, and generally occurring in com-
bination with arsenic and sulphur. It is
often found in the same ore with nickel.
Cobalt is never found free in nature ex-
cept in meteorites. Pure cobalt obtained
from ores is harder and stronger than iron,
takes a good polish, and will neither tarnish
nor rust. It is of chief value commercially

